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Leyton Orient Fans’ Trust

Chair’s Report for 2003 AGM

It has been another interesting and busy year for LOFT, and it was a pleasant surprise to see LOFT trustee Harry Cohen (MP for Leyton and Wanstead) praising LOFT in the Waltham Forest Guardian after last year’s AGM.

Of course, the most important issue this year has been the Ground redevelopment. It was with a heavy heart that the committee recommended that LOFT members should vote in favour of the club’s plans. I am sure that I speak for us all by saying that we were disappointed by the lack of consultation with fans on the redevelopment, and in particular the total disregard of a standing area (not only because it gives fans the freedom of choice, but also from a financial aspect). Hopefully this is an issue we can bring up again in the future.

The committee felt that it had to vote in favour of the plans because there was a very strong chance that the club would have to move away from Leyton. As the LOFT statement said:

”We believe that aspects of the club's campaign have marginalised and excluded many supporters. LOFT particularly regrets the lack of meaningful consultation with fans and believes that the Club's unwillingness to enter into dialogue on the issue of terracing has diluted support for the proposals. LOFT believes that the case for safe standing at Brisbane Road remains a sound one, that it would be good for the future of the Club and that it will continue to campaign for safe terracing at Brisbane Road in the future.”

The committee had the plans at an early stage and we all went over them with a fine-toothed comb (even to the extent that we could not find any floodlights). We had a scoop by publishing them before anyone else on the LOFT and Fantastic O’s e-mail lists, and on the Message Board.

LOFT members were instrumental in arranging a meeting in support of AFC Wimbledon at Dulwich Hamlet before last season. On what was a great day, the atmosphere was unique and fun with many different club shirts from different divisions on view. The highlight for me was the AFC Wimbledon fans seeing their new team full of unknown trialists, chanting things like “we’ve got number number seven on the wing on the wing” as they did not know any of the players!

David Prowse and myself were also invited to the inaugural meeting of the Gillingham Trust in what for me was a bit of a nerve-wracking experience

On the Fundraising front last season, LOFT’s United Colours of Orient t-shirts continued to sell and there was a successful Christmas raffle, as well as the successful and inventive ‘First scorers’ competition. David Prowse has some interesting ideas in the pipeline.

LOFT again was once again at the forefront of the Kick It Out campaign, handing out stickers and badges before the Bournemouth game last October. LOFT also sponsored (along with KIO) the History of Black Footballers Exhibition at Barking College, as well as sponsoring a 5-a-side competition. Matt Joseph, Aaron Maclean and Simon Downer came along to open the exhibition and also to talk about being professional footballers.

LOFT put a lot of work into going to Freshers fairs on behalf of LOFC, with the promise of a free ticket for any student that signed up. Over 800 students signed up for a ticket, but the club let the side down by only handing out a token three tickets, for what ever reason, which was a shame because the Working Party had, as ever, put a lot of hard work into it.

Many of us gave out questionnaires before two games earlier in the season to non-season ticket holders, in a bid to update the club’s database and for the club to find out more about its fans. I am not sure if the club has actually done anything with the information, but yet again they did not uphold their end of the bargain and did not (as promised) announce the survey over the PA or mention it in the programme. This was a concern, because to some it may have appeared that the whole exercise was being organised by LOFT behind the club’s back.

There were two ‘LOFT presents an Evening with’ events. The one with Barry Hearn was, at times, uncomfortable, but the one with Dean Smith was a pleasure. It showed what an intelligent and thoroughly nice bloke he is. He was so impressed with us, he left the club a few weeks later.

Apart from the Barking College Culture week LOFT sponsored two trophies at the 5 a side tournament. We also sponsored a page in the first ever AFC Wimbledon match programme conveying our best wishes. As well as sponsoring a player's kit for the Leyton Orient Girls Centre of Excellence, LOFT’s sponsorship to Leyton Orient FC this year was for 'clean sheets' kept by the first team and the youth team. These sponsorships were made possible through additional and specific contributions made by some members. Thanks very much to all who contributed.

This year there is an advert in the matchday programme as well.

A lot of LOFT’s work with the club goes unnoticed and uncredited by the club, which is fine except when some people ask what LOFT has done. For example, only yesterday LOFT published that, following the first match of the season against Doncaster Rovers, we became aware that a number of members experienced severe delays in entering the South and West Stands. We wrote to the club earlier this week, to complain on our members' behalf, and we welcome the club's apology which was published the day before yesterday.

We would yet again like to thank those who have helped out in any way in the last year, including the continued support of the Orientear.

Thanks also to all who turned out for the LOFT team in the Chaos Cup and those who supported us, and witnessed the best performance by the many Orient teams.

It is with regret that I have to announce that Jess Slack and Ian Ochiltree will be stepping down from the committee.

Jess has been so instrumental in LOFT; she instigated the formation of the Working Party and the website, and was always on hand when bodies were needed to hand out leaflets or anything else for that matter. Her tireless work has been an example to us all on the committee.

Without Ian, LOFT would probably not exist. It was he who brought the idea up and from the outset he guided LOFT with insight and rational decisions. Ian is emigrating to Australia early next year and on a personal note he will be missed not only as vice Chair, as Yin to my Yang (many a time I would come out guns blazing over some issue, and Ian would see the rational side and it would suddenly make sense), but also as someone who has become a close friend in the last 3 years. I am sure we all wish him luck in his new life

Doug Harper

Chair, Leyton Orient Fans’ Trust
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